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General Requirements (396.3)  

 

Every carrier shall systematically inspect, repair, 

and maintain all commercial motor vehicles 

under its control. 



Recordkeeping Requirements (396.3)  

• Identifying information, including company 
number, make, serial number, year, and tire size  

•A schedule of inspections to be performed, 
including type and due date  

• Inspection, repair, and maintenance records  



Roadside Inspection Reports (396.9)  

•Driver must send reports to the 
company 

•Certify form within 15 days 

•Retain for 12 months 



“Out of Service” 

•396.9(c): 

•“Authorized personnel shall 

declare and mark “out-of-service” 

any motor vehicle or intermodal 

equipment which by reason of its 

mechanical condition or loading 

would likely cause an accident or 

a breakdown.” 

•Can you move your vehicle? 



 

Post-Trip Inspection Report (396.11) 

•Every carrier must require its drivers to prepare a daily 
written post-trip inspection report at the end of each 
driving day.   

•As of 12/18/2014, DVIRs that are completed with no 
defects found are not required to be filed with the 
motor carrier or retained. 

•Every driver is responsible for preparing such a report 
for each vehicle driven. 

 





Driver Inspection 

•Vehicle is in safe operating condition 

•Review last DVIR 

•Sign the report 



Periodic Inspection 

•FMCSA “Annual Inspection” 

•Every CMV must be inspected 

• Inspection standards listed in Appendix G of FMCSR 



Inspector Qualifications 

•Understand criteria 

•Successfully completed training program, have one year of experience, or a 
combination of the two  

•Carrier must retain certificate  

 





Periodic Inspection Recordkeeping Requirements 

• Inspector name 

•Motor carrier 

•Date 

•Vehicle 

•Components inspected 

•Maintain for 14 months 



Equivalent to Periodic Inspection 

•You may meet the through a State 
or other jurisdiction’s roadside 
inspection program 

 



State Mandatory Inspections 

Alabama (LPG Board), California, 

Connecticut, District of Columbia, 

Hawaii, Illinois, Louisiana, Maine, 

Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, 

Minnesota, New Hampshire, New 

Jersey, New York, Ohio, 

Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Texas, 

Utah, Vermont, Virginia, West 

Virginia, and Wisconsin.  



Qualifications of Brake Inspectors 

No motor carrier may require or permit any employee who 

does not meet the minimum brake inspector qualifications 

to be responsible for the inspection, maintenance, service or 

repairs of any brakes on its commercial motor vehicles  



Brake Inspector 

•Understand 

•Knowledge of and has mastered 
brake service 

•Training or experience 
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